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The following memorandum summarizes ths BAE's material i/ deal- 
ing with the question: What problema are farmers most concerned about 
teday? In an effert to be concise, variations in farmers’ concern 
with besic probleme by regions and by social factors such aa tenure 
and economic atatue have not been adequately sovered. Eowever, many 
Sermere are deeply interested in each of tie problems discuazed below. 


These probleme ore divided inte three main groups. 


1. Problems of the war 
2. Problems cf making a living 
$. Problems connected with farm programs 2/ 


I. Prebliems of The War 


fo what extent are the impact sf the Second World Mar and 
the question of America's relationship to ite problems in the 
thinking of ferm peopls? What is their formulistion of these 
problems? The BAE has collected data which bear on these ques- 
tions during the past year and a haif. Our latest direstly per- 
tinent material was obteined during ths early part of this ysar. 
Mowever, interpretations of mere recent data and the impressions 
of field men suggest that the following analysis represents with 
sudatential accuracy the present atate of farm attitude on this 
subject. 


A, Importance of the war prebism to farmers 


Parmere are soneernec ebout the question of Amrican’s 
roletionship to the wer bub the iseue still seams to 
lask the urgency in their minds whish might be ex- 
pected in view of the grave international situation. 
Other preblems that will be outlined ister in this 
memorandum seem more immediate end pressing to them. 
The nature of some of these probiems throws light on 
way they have crotied the war question into the bask- 
ground in the minds cf meny farmers. Such problene 

as being unable to find fams to rent, lacking many 

of the necessities of life, not knowing when an entire 
erop will burn up in a drouth are so urgent that eny 
ether isgue, even the war, ssema reletively unimportant 
to meny farmers. 


en ia 


Vy Material was scilscted in every region East of the Kosky Mountain 

mS Stetas. 

2/ The sumerization and write-up of material bearing on this third group 
of qguosticns ie not yet complete. 
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E. Fhe problem of peace ox war 


It has been suggested previously thet this probiem 
ia present in the minis of farmers although somennat 
igss urgently than certain other problems. Their 
attitude to the problems of peace or war is condi~ 
tioned by two facts; 


i. The BAEts material hes sonsistently shown that 

a large majority of farm people are cpposed to 
American participation in a “sheeting” war outside 

of the Wastern Hemispheres. The proportion willing 

to have this ccuntry gst in the wer has not risen 
above 25% during any period for which the BAE has 
date, and frequently it has been considerably smalier. 
Weli-to-de farmers secm to have besn somewhat less 
firm in their oppositicn to war than poor farmers. 


2. A ijarge end ineorearing majority of thease same 
farmers have feit that the United States would become 
invoived in thse European sonflict. 


This conflict between deeire and expectation has 
resulted in concern amoxe farmers as among e#11 our 
people. Some have hoped that the program of aid to 
England short «f war would reduce the likelihood of 
our being ¢rewm in, Gut e Field man who hag juat 
returned from interviewing in cities suggests that 
recent British military reverses have tended te re~ 
duce the willingness to give Britain incresseed heip 
because of a fseling that such help, coupled with 
the precsricus British position, would now cause our 
invoivement or weaken our ability to meet a future 
Hasi thr sat. 


C. The problem of the impect of war on agriculture 
i. Short-term preepects 


Farmers’ expectations regerding the effect of war 
on priees of farm products have shown marked flusc- 
tuation in thea nest year and e half. Recently 
there ssems to have been an incrsase in the feel~ 
ing that the war will raises ferm pricss. The 
sactest data indicate that a eubstential majority 
are of thie opinion aithough such optimism is mont 
pronounced smong large farmers. 
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However, expectations of increased agricultural 
prices do not automatically insure expectations 
of over-all bensfits from the war or increased 
approval of the sid-to-Democracies program because 
of the following reasons: 


a, Farmers are acutely conscious of rising prices 
for the goods which they buy. Most of them expect 
thet these prices will outstrip farm prices in 
the inflationary race and that business and in- 
dustry Wiil ,ain most from war-time price changes. 


b. Some little farmers and tenants who raise a 
very small cash crop feel that increased azri-~ 
cultural prices will nct benefit them. 


c. Producers of todacco, cotton, and wheat are 
keenly aware of the loss of foreign markets for 
these crops and are pessimistic about regaining them. 


liany farmers are concerned even about the short-run 
economic outlook. They come up to this year's plant- 
ing time uncertain about the future and confused as to 
how they should plan to meet the difficuit days ahead. 


Long=run prospects 


The long-run outlock seems even more discouraging to 
most farmers. lhanmy of them expect the war to be foi- 
lowed by a depression "the like of which we've never 
seen." The reasons for this are threefold: 


a. There is a widespread feeling that the Curopean 
nations will be so exhausted and impoverished after 
this war that, however much they may need our farm 
products, they will not be able to pay for them. 


b. Farmers expect a terrific industrial depression 
which will reduce domestic purchasing power and, 
hence, the consumption of farm products. 


ec. Their memory of what agriculture suffered as a 
resuit of the last war is still strong. 


Farmers view these post-war difficulties as a major 
problem confronting agriculture. WUany feel that actual 
participation in the war by this country would intensify 
the problem. At present, few envisaze any solution 
that seems adequate. 
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It. Problems of making a living 


As pointed out, farmers face certain problems arising out 
of the basic difficulty of making a Living that seems very press=- 
ing and urgent to most off them. An analysis of these problems 
Sugrests that farmers may attribute their difficulties to one factor 
without being aware of the relaticnship existing between this factor 
and certain other factors. For example, sone of the complaints about 
iow prices for agricultural products may be due primarily to smail 
farms, poor land, lew yields, and high production costs. 1% is im- 
portant, however, te know the farmer's formulation of his problems. 
This formulation is presented below. 


A. Prices and markets 
1. Low prices for farm products 


Concern over this problem is quite general and 
seems to be persisting in spite of the impact of the 
war. Optimism over the expscted effect of the war on 
farm prices has fluctuated widely in the past year and 
& half; but the feeling contimies in many areas, especi-~ 
ally the Wheat and Cotten Belts, that although the war 
may raise prices moderately, the increase will not be 
sufficient to give farmers fsir prices. 


Many farmers refer to two major factors which 
they consider responsible for low farm prices. 


a. Loss of foreign markets 


Recognition of this problem is quite frequent 
among producers of export crops-~particularly 
cotton. 


b. Control of "middlemen" over markets for farm 
products. 


The old Granger spirit still shows itself in the 
concern which many farmers express over the grip 
of the "tobacco buyers," "the cotton ginners," 
the "grain trade," the "packers," the "milk 
distributers," or the "canners” on the markets to 
which they sell, and the feeling that low prices 
are due at least in part to the unfairness of 
these "middlemen. * 
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<. High prices for products which farmers buy 


If there is any single problem that almost all 
farmers recognize, it is this one: that prices of the 
goods they buy are too high and that the war is driving 
them even higher. The feeling that industry or business 
will gain most from price changes due to the war is wide- 
spreed. One farmer expressed his hopelessness of ever 
catehing up with rising industrial prices in the follow- 
ing ephorism: "It takes a bale of cotton to stop up a 
litile break in the fence.* 


Insecurity on the land 


Farmers are increasingly worried about maintaining 


their relationship to the land, The problem has three facets: 


1. Loss of ownership 


Kortpages and foreclosures still represent a 
threat to many farmers. 


&. Eigh rentals 


Complaint against increasingly high rents is 
growing 


S. Difficulty of finding farms to rent 


Wany farmers, especially in the intensive cash 
crop areas, complain bitterly about the difficulty of 
renting a farm. There is strong resentment apainsit the 
large farmers who have “spread out" and are farming land 
which formerly supported many families, and against ths 
city people who are buying up farms and operating them 
with salaried managers. it is growing harder for tenants 
to rent farms and many are forced to become wave hands, 
or are pushed off the isnd altogether. This insecurity 
is certainly the major problem confronting many farm 
people. 
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